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Our Newest Board Member: 
Shinobu Murata 
Shinobu is a perfect fit for our organization: Having lived on 
the island since 2001, she has volunteered with and served 
on the boards of several groups; she has experience 
running businesses; she knows what it’s like to work hard 
to learn a second language; and she has a passion for 
learning and literacy at many levels. She even has a teaching 
degree from Japan. 

“I believe that education is very important and I strongly 
agree with what Salt Spring Literacy tries to accomplish for 
our community,” she says.

While working on an online course through the Provincial 
Instructor Diploma Program last year, she sought some 
help from Salt Spring Literacy.  As an employer she had referred employees to SSL in the 
past, but it was her first personal experience with the benefits of one-to-one work with 
one of our trained volunteer tutors.

Now she would like to ensure other community members for whom English is not a first 
language can benefit in a similar way, and to help them thrive in the community and the 
workplace, whether they are employees or employers. Connecting different people and 
organizations is the key to success.

“Why not make a bridge and work together?” she suggests.

Other groups Shinobu has been involved with are the Greenwoods Foundation, Salt 
Spring Rotary Club, Japanese Garden Society of Salt Spring, Salt Spring Transit, the Salt 
Spring Emergency Program and the Bandemonium Music Society.  An avid trumpet player 
in both the Salt Spring Concert Band and Swing Shift, she also volunteered with the 
middle school program last year. 

While Shinobu is especially busy in the summer months helping her partner Randy 
Marchi operate Green Acres Resort on St. Mary Lake, you will no doubt see her at future 
Salt Spring Literacy events.



Learning Together
This program provides one-to-
one or small group tutoring for 
adults who want help with 
reading, writing, ESL, math, 
coursework, filling out forms, 
or on the computer. The 
tutoring is learner-centered, 
based on each learner’s 
unique needs. Currently we 
have learners who are working on finishing grade 12 courses, 
practicing conversational English, getting support with reading, and 
learning more about Microsoft Office, among other things. Both 
tutors and learners find the program rewarding.

Computer Drop-In Wednesdays
Two able computer tutors offer 
one-to-one tutoring every 
Wednesday, from 10-2, to adults 
wanting to build computer, tablet, 
and smartphone skills. Help is 
available to learn basic computer 
operation, to email, surf the net, 
or manage files and photos. 
Questions are welcomed!

Family Literacy
A variety of family literacy programs 
are run in local elementary schools. 
To date we have run two programs 
that aim to educate parents in ways 
to support their children’s literacy: 
PALS (Parents As Literacy 
Supporters), for preschool and 
kindergarten parents, and FUEL 
(Families Understanding Early 
Learning), for parents of students in 

Grades K-2. We also have presented an evening talk, Stress-Free 
Reading At Home, that provided information to parents on how to 
support their children’s reading development.

Friendly Readers
In partnership with the Salt Spring Community Centre’s Seniors’ 
Program, we offer volunteer “Friendly Readers” to seniors who are 
unable to read to themselves, due to illness, poor eyesight, etc. 
Readers visit seniors in their homes, both private homes and 
institutions.

One-To-One Reading
We are currently running a pilot program that sends tutors in to 
Fulford Elementary School to listen to students read and support 
their development of effective reading strategies. Tutors, parents, 
and teachers are excited about the program and the potential it 
holds to aid student development.

Computer Lab
We have a small lab available for drop-in use Tuesday-Friday from 
12-4pm.

Join us!
We welcome new volunteers!  
Call or drop by the centre to  
learn more.

What Do We Do?
Salt Spring Literacy provides a variety of programming to support literacy of all types in our community. Our programs are 
available to adults and families from all backgrounds, ages, and levels of ability. Here’s a peek into our programs!

You're Invited To Our
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, June 24 at 2 pm
Salt Spring Library Program Room

Hear what Salt Spring Literacy has been up to in the past
 year and what is planned for the future. Ask questions
and contribute ideas!
We will also need you to vote on a proposed bylaw 
change to reduce the term of a society membership 
from the current two years to the more standard 
one year.  (We will send out the motion for the 
bylaw wording change closer to the AGM 
date via email)

SAVE THE DATE! November 20-22
GIANT BOOK SALE Farmer's Institute

Last year we raised over $17,000 with your generous 
book donations! We are looking to exceed that goal this 
year.

Our first confirmed collection date is May 13th at Country 
Grocer from 10am-3pm. Watch the Driftwood & Exchange
for additional dates and locations!

We are always looking for new volunteers to join our awesome
and dedicated team.  Please contact our offices or Kim Ballantyne 
at kimballantyne@telus.net for more information.


