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News and Views 
    The 2018 Giant Book & Jewellery Sale 
was another unprecedented success! The 
event raised more than $35,000: $24,324 
in book sales and $11,128 in jewellery 
sales. Thanks to a $2,500 contribution 
from the Rotary Club of Salt Spring 
Island, all book sale expenses were cov-
ered so the society is able to include the 
full $35,000 amount in our budget. 
    Grass Roots Press, a publishing com-
pany owned by SS Literacy Society board 
member Pat Campbell, covers extra 
expenses for the jewellery sale, which Pat 
also initiated.
   The fourth annual Jewels for Literacy 
sale saw a 32% increase in revenue from 
2017. As more and more people learn 
about the jewellery part of our November 
sale, income from jewellery sales keeps on 
rising! Book sale revenue was also up by 
9.8% from 2017. 
     Attendance at the Nov. 16-18 event was 
2,034 — including a number of repeat 
customers who came for all three days — 
which was more than 300 from the year 
before and also a record. About 100 people 
attended the Preview Night on Nov. 15. 
    As always, the weekend at the Farmers’ 
Institute was a wonderful community 
event, with lots of socializing, people 
happy to have found the perfect book 
or piece of jewellery for a bargain price, 
and many volunteers enjoying their time 
among books, jewellery and community.
     This year the Rotary Club offered a cafe 

Giant Book & Jewellery Sale 2018

Two authors and a reader in the children’s section: 
Aidan, Nico and Margriet.

Doug and Maureen serve tea, coffee and treats at 
the Rotary Club cafe.

The always-busy Jewels for Literacy sale area.
Happy customer with a hardcover 
dictionary and its wooden stand.

and a place to rest in a quieter corner 
of the hall, with coffee, tea, water, 
muffins and cookies available for 
purchase, and also set up their BBQ 
outside. Both were great additions to 
the festivities. 
    The society is grateful to the esti-
mated 110 volunteers who contrib-
uted more than 2,000 hours to the 
book sale and its preparations; to the 
dedicated jewellery volunteers who 

gave 455 hours to the cause; to the 
sale’s numerous sponsors and contrib-
utors listed on the second page of this 
newsletter, and of course to everyone 
who donates books and jewellery and 
buys them at the sale as well. 
   Thank you for your support of the 
sale and we will see you again on the 
Nov. 15-17, 2019 weekend! 
   Monthly drop-off donation days are 
scheduled to begin in April.

February 2019



Book & Jewellery Sale Special Thanks
    The following groups, businesses and individuals made the 2018 sale possible through their invaluable contributions: 
Rotary Club of Salt Spring Island, Grass Roots Press, Country Grocer, Gulf Islands Driftwood, John Reid, Black Sheep 
Books, Contour Grafix, Salt Spring Island Farmers’ Institute, Salt Spring Fire Rescue, TNT Signs, Girl Guides of Canada, 
Celebrity Accents, Laurie’s Recycling, SSI Recycle Depot, Salt Spring Chamber of Commerce, The Fishbowl, Salt Spring 
Exchange, Embe Bakery, Salt Spring Vineyards, Laughing Daughters Bakery, Cafe Talia, Martinus, Mondo Trading 
Company, Culture Salon & Day Spa, Island Savings, Su Obermeier, and Gem&I Jewellery.

      The society held its 2018 AGM at the Salt Spring 
Public Library on Oct. 25, 2018 with 14 members 
attending. New society bylaws were passed, in accor-
dance with requirements of the B.C. Societies Act. 
    Also at the meeting, two new board members and 
two current members were elected by acclamation. 
Martha Taylor and Karen Dakin are brand new to the 
board, while Maureen Stuart and Cathy McCluskey 
are starting their second terms. 
    Martha spent most of her career in post-secondary 
education at Mount Royal University in Calgary as an 
adult educator/work experience coordinator and team 
leader, and then as a communications and steward-
ship officer, and a fund development officer with the 
university’s foundation. She is now one of the island’s 
marriage commissioners. 
    Karen replaces Eva Kuhn in the treasurer role. Kar-
en is a senior partner in Dakin & Webb Inc, Chartered 
Professional Accountants. Establishing the practice 
in 1998, Karen provides tax, financial and business 
consulting services to a diverse clientele.
   Maureen Stuart and Cathy McCluskey will continue 

to serve on the board, along with Gail Sjuberg, Joanna 
Whalley and Pat Campbell.  Gail and Joanna are co-
chairing the society board in this final year of Gail’s 

Welcome to Martha and Karen! 

New Session of One-to-One Reading is Underway
    Our One-to-One Reading Program continues to thrive 
in Salt Spring elementary schools, with a new 12-week 
session now underway. 
    Coordinator Louise Shelly reports that some 25 people 
attended a January 7th training session, and 52 volunteers 
are now participating as either regular tutors or substi-
tutes.
     Many tutors express how rewarding it is to help children 
improve their reading skills through this program. 
    If you or anyone you know would be interested in 
becoming a One-to-One Reading Program volunteer, 
contact Louise at lshelly@saltspringliteracy.org or leave a 
message for her at 250-537-9717.

From left, Lynne Fraser, Cathy McCluskey and Inma Segura at the Jan. 7th 
One-to-One Reading Program orientation session at the library.

Karen Dakin with Figgy, left, and Martha Taylor, the Salt Spring Lit-
eracy Society’s newest board members.

tenure, and Cathy remains the board secretary. 
We thank Eva Kuhn for her five years of above-and-be-

yond board service, and Deb McGovern, a board member 
since 2016 and our hard-working book sale co-chair, for 
her contributions to Salt Spring Literacy. 
    To learn more about our board members and staff, as 
well as our numerous programs, see our revamped www.
saltspringliteracy.org website.
     And thanks to Kevin Luke of Contour Grafix for mak-
ing our vision of a new website a reality. 


